' PLACES    IN   THE   SUN *
who think Honolulu is British to one who knows where
Suva is, but that the Fijians are Christians employing
Indian Hindu labour; that sugar exports of Fiji over a
period of ten years come to about the same as those of
Trinidad and Barbados combined; that cotton, bananas,
rice, and cacao are all potentially profitable products; that
the climate is an idyll that never exceeds eighty in the
shade, or falls below seventy, and which provides a rainfall
heavy enough to save a planter the cost of any irrigation:
these things were not generally known when Eden wrote
his book, and Fiji is still as much an island of mystery to
the British public now. But Eden, when he had paid his
visit to Fiji, had reached the other side of the Imperial
perimeter and discovered a plot ' still unspoilt by corru-
gated iron and other blessings of civilization *. He urged
that these primitive beauties be scrupulously preserved, and
he warned the intending immigrant of the need for
specialist knowledge and substantial capital.
The next two chapters Eden devoted to New Zealand—
one a rather colourless and orthodox account of the island's
resources and prospects, and the other a quite lively descrip-
tion of the Parliament in action at Wellington. He noted
that New Zealand had been more successful than certain
other parts of the Empire in throwing off the effects of
the post-war depression, although a tenth of her male
population had been sent overseas during the war. He
found that among British imports our cars were failing to
hold their own against the American makes. It is a
perennial grievance. * The lower clearance and the smaller
power of die English car are said to be its chief handicaps.
New Zealanders assured us that they would rather buy an
English car if they could be convinced of its adaptability
to conditions in the Dominion'.
Eden's stay at Auckland coincided with a visit from a

